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The title of today’s story is 

“A Very Brief History of Prosthetics.”

In the beginning, 
the sky tried to devour the Earth,

and fire tried to swallow water

to the point that 
they eventually merged,

creating a delicate, infinite 
translucent mirror

that would cover all surfaces.

A mirror like no one has ever seen, 
or will ever see.

Tezcatlipoca, 

the god of creation, 
balanced the world.

One day, as he was walking, 
the mirror cracked,

and his left foot disappeared.

Since he was a god, he immediately
replaced his foot with a snake.

It is said that when 
an amputation occurs,

the soul dissolves and multiplies.

About 5,000 years ago.in India,

the warrior Vishpala 
had her foot amputated.

She entered the battlefield
with a prosthetic iron leg.

On the other side of the mirror,

all of the amputated limbs 



and body parts
have created a unique world, 
unknown to this day.

Wood, iron, ivory and silver 
grow everywhere.

Amputated limbs 
have no religion or language.

They have a philosophy.

They apparently form a family 
that welcomes new members.

On this side of the mirror, 
 

there were wars, illnesses
and amputations.

Limbs were replaced
 with pieces of wood.

Around the year 1000,
in the Middle Ages,

prosthetics were used
to hide deformities and injuries.

Only the rich could afford
a wooden leg or hand hook. 

Since amputated limbs 

have the ability to sense
humanity's thoughts and actions,

in the 16th century, 
they unanimously decided 

that once every 120 years,

a human body would be
put back together again.

Its soul would be a kernel of sound

and it would be sent to the world 
of amputated bodies, full of ideas

to be stitched together with blue thread.



Ambroise Paré was one of those souls.

Before he appeared in this world,

his body was created by amputated limbs
and given life on the other side.

This barber became a surge on 
for the French army

around the year 1500.

He invented a device 
to fit above the knee,

with an adjustable harness and clasps.

This was around the time that 
tourniquets, an aesthetics,

analeptics, blood coagulators 
and other medicines emerged as well.

Gradually, amputation became
 an accepted cure.

In 1800, a first full prosthesis was built 
out of ivory, platinum and plaster

by Thomas Gluck of Berlin 
and Jules-Émile Péan of Paris.

The Jaipur Foot is the cheapest 
type of prosthetic foot.

It is made in India
and is accessible to all.

In the 21st century, the main cause 
of amputation will be diabetes.

From time immemorial, 
amputated bodies

have been left with nightmares.

Happy dreams are carried 
off with the amputated limbs

to the other side of the mirror.

Once a month, 
when there’s a full moon,



the limbs rise up 
to visit their amputated bodies
 

to share the same dream 
for that one night.

They alleviate the pain

and sew new ideas
with the blue thread.

In 2012,
Ariel Bari from Argentina

used mechanics rather than electronics

to build his own prosthetic legs, 
which he called “hydropedias.”


